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Tools for Determining Participation in State Assessment 

Each year, the spring issue of The Assist is designed, in large part, to help Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) Teams make decisions regarding participation in statewide assessment. To help 
with those decisions, the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) has 
developed a number of tools, which are provided below, including   

• a table showing the content areas and grades that are assessed at the state level; 

• a table for determining which “grade” assessment a MI-Access student should take if he or 
she is ungraded in the state's Single Record Student Database (SRSD); 

• an updated chart of student characteristics that can be used to help determine which state 
assessment is most appropriate based on the student’s cognitive functioning level, 
instruction, and curriculum; 

• a flow chart that walks teams through the assessment decision-making process (remember, 
for students in high school the MME is considered, not the MEAP) and 

• a checklist, which can be used along with the flow chart, to remind IEP Teams of the 
important factors that need to be considered when selecting state-level assessments.  

When using these tools, there are three critical factors to keep in mind. 

1. The decision to have a student participate in alternate assessment should always be made 
on an individual basis. It is never appropriate to designate one assessment as being 
appropriate for all students within a specific disability category (e.g., all students with 
cognitive impairment must take MI-Access Functional Independence).  
 

2. There is no cap on the number of students who may participate in alternate assessment 
based on the state’s guidelines, only on the number of proficient scores that may be used 
when calculating Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). 
 

3. Assessment participation decisions should be made using all available information on the 
student, never solely on the student’s anticipated performance (e.g., the student will not be 
proficient on the MEAP/MME due to excessive absences or lack of instruction and, 
therefore, should be administered MI-Access Functional Independence).  
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